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Abstract

This study pertains to the Panihati city in West Bengal, India which is a holy place of
Gaudiya Vaishnavism as Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu had visited this Place 500 years ago and
resides here eternally and for the initiation of the sankirtana movement by Nityanand Prabhu at
this place. Ideally Vaishnavism in Panihati should have expanded and attracted large number of
people, however the place is adversely affected. Hence in this Plece of research study, a case
study of Mayapur was undertaken Jor exploring the facts of prospering Vaishnavism in a Muslim
dominated area. Ethnographic approach was adopted to unfold the cause and effects. Revisiting
Vaishnavism in Panihati to create a massive awareness of the pastimes of LCM and NP to
benefit the locals and community at large is the aim of this research work. This paper presents
the acharyas and devotees perspectives to gain insight for the revival and expansion of
Vaishnavism in Panihati region.

Key words: Gaudiya Vaishnavism, Panihati, Muslims in Mayapur, reconnect

Introduction

The city of Panihati is situated 10 miles north of Kolkata on the bank of the river Ganges.
It is not just a city but a glorious city because this place served as the nerve centre of a massive
revival movement in the history of Gaudiya Vaishnavism in Bengal. The history textbooks in
school describe about the Bhakti movement which was initiated by Chaitanya Mahaprabhu who
is widely identified as a medieval revolutionary reformer but recognized by the authoritative
Vedic scriptures like Srimad Bhagavatam as an incarnation of Krishna. When Caitanya
Mahaprabhu was residing in Jagannath Puri, the sankirtana movement in Bengal came to a
standstill because of neglect. Then He ordered His most reliable sankirtana commander,
Nityananda prabhu to g0 back to Bengal to revive the movement there. Nityanada prabhu
brought to Bengal a deluge of ecstatic love for Krishna and made everyone, even the thieves,
dacoits and countless fallen souls plunge into the tsunami of Harinam sankirtana. He first came
to Panihati and made Raghay Bhavan, the house of Raghav Pandit, an intimate associate of
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, to be the epicentre of this great revolution. For three months, he stayed in
Panihati, performing non-stop sankirtana, producing waves of incomparable spiritual ecstasy
which made the residents of Panihati abandon eating and sleeping and get totally immersed in
the nectar of the holy name of Krishna. Caitanya Mahaprabhu personally visited Panihati twice-
once in the year 1514 A.D. (on the Krishna dwadashi day of the month of Ashwin) on His way to
Jagannath Puri and another time in 1515 A.D. (on the day of Krishna-ekadashi of the month of
Phalgun) while travelling to Vrindavan from Jagannath Puri via Bengal. The ferry ghat in
Panihati where Caitanya Mahaprabhu arrived is known as ‘Gauranga ghat’.
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